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Kurma avatar: The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krishna incarnated as a 
tortoise and held the great Mandara Mountain upon His back to be used as a pivot 
for churning the ocean of milk. 
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Sri Kurma Ksetra is an ancient and very important temple of Sri Kurmadeva, the second 
incarnation of Lord Sri Krishna. Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu visited this temple in year 
1510 during His tour to South India. The famous pastime related to leper Vasudeva took 
place here, when Lord Caitanya touched the leper Vasudeva, both his leprosy and his 
distress went far away. [Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya lila chapter 7, 113-152] Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura established the Lotus Footprints of Lord Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu at the temple in 1930s. Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 8 chapter 5 to 8 describe 
the appearance of Sri Kurma avatar. Sri Kurmadeva protects the stability and the 
foundation of devotee’s vows. 


by His Holiness Radhanath Swami, South India Yatra 1999 
According the Mahatmya of this place, it is described that Srila Vedavyasa was telling one 
great muni that this place of Kurma Ksetra is very, very sacred and he told the story of 
this temple. There is a mountain called Shwetacala Parvat. And near that mountain lived a 
king. His name was Shweta Chakravarti, and his wife’s name was Vishnupriya. Vishnupriya 
was very chaste, very pure in heart, and had great devotion to Lord Krishna. On an 
Ekadasi day she was performing puja in her temple room. At that time her husband had 
very great lusty desires. He went to her room to enjoy his lusty desires with his wife. So 
being a chaste woman she greeted him with great hospitality, had him sit on a golden 
throne. Then, she went back into her puja room to continue her devotional service. She 


started to pray very helplessly to Vishnu that today is Ekadasi, I have made vow that I will 
not engage in any type of sinful activity. I will completely immerse my mind only in 
devotional service. But my husband is approaching me with lusty desires. Please save me, 
please protect my vows to you on this holy Ekadasi day. 


This is a great lesson for any of the ladies whoever get put in this situation. The Lord 
always protects His devotees. As she prayed to Lord Vishnu, Kurmadeva who protects the 
stability and the foundation of devotee’s vows, He ordered Gangadevi that this king wants 
to violate the chastity of the vows of my devotee, go stop him. So Gangadevi appeared in 
the temple and then with a terrible, terrible violent current, she came flowing out of the 
temple room, and right after King Shweta Chakravarti. When he saw the river Ganges just 
flooding forward, rushing towards him, he became very frightened and ran away. He was 
running and running and running but everywhere he went, the Ganges was chasing after. 
He was running, running, but it was chasing after and finally he climbed to the top of the 
Shweta mountain. And there he asked his minister what’s happening? Why? His chief 
minister told him, that your wife is a very great devotee of Lord Vishnu, and you had lusty 
desires for her on Ekadasi. She prayed to Vishnu to save her, and Kurmadeva, just to 
protect His devotee send the river Ganges, just to stop you. 


When the king heard this he felt so guilty, terrible, he was thinking that I am such a sinful 
person. He began to repent, but worse than that, he was thinking that I made an offense 
to my wife, and what kind of great devotee is she, that Lord Kurmadeva personally 
arranged to protect her? He decided, he had to perform great, great tapasya to purify 
himself from this offense. So he was repenting so much. He was just getting down on 
himself so bad, and finally he fell unconscious. Then Narada Muni appeared. Narada Muni 
said, “How can I serve you?” He said, "Please grant me a benediction, grant me the 
benediction that I can have darshan of the great deity of Kurmadeva.” So Narada Muni 
taught him a Kurma Mantra and sat on the shores of the ocean of the sea and explained 
him the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness very nicely. 


As he was chanting this mantra, Lord Siva appeared and then he was even more 
encouraged. So he came to a place called Chakra tirtha which is in the area of Kurma 
Ksetra, and there Shweta Chakravarti for 300 years stood on one toe with his arms raised. 
Then during the summer, he stood in the centre of a burning hot fire. In the rainy season, 
he stood in the rains and the cold. Then he started sitting on knives for a long time. Finally 
his body was so completely exhausted because of this tapasya that he fell down. At that 
point Narada Muni saw, how serious he was, because Narada Muni was standing next to 
him. And he prayed to Lord Vishnu: "Please come and give him your darshan.” 


Upon the request of Narada Muni, this great king received the holy darshan of Lord 
Kurmadeva, who stood before him with four arms. They went to one Rishi’s house 
together, Narada Muni, Kurmadev and the king. And the rishi was so happy, “Because of 
you King I am getting the darshan of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” So the king 
was getting so many auspicious blessings. They came to this place. Actually the king was 
still was so tired, and they were climbing this high mountain. Kurmadeva was so pleased 
by the king’s endeavours to try to serve Him and please Him that He chanted the mantra 
‘Om’ and immediately the mountain became flat. They came to Chakra tirtha and the king 
said, “I want to make a nice kunda to bathe in.” The kund is very close by here, and with 
His chakra Kurmadev made a beautiful kunda. 


From the place where the chakra entered the ground, Maha Laxmi came out. Maha Laxmi 
said to the Lord, "What are You doing in this crazy world where people are so sinful, 

addicted to intoxications and so many materialistic activities? What are You doing here?” 
Then the Supreme Personality of Godhead said, “Wherever My devotees are serving Me I 


want to be with them. My life is to give favour to My devotees.” So it is a beautiful story 
that Kurmadev appeared here, on this place. 


And Narada Muni and the king decided that they wanted to have installation for the Kurma 
deity. So they went to Brahma loka, because the king asked, "Do you know the mantras to 
install the deity of Kurma?” and Narada said, "Lord Brahma knows the mantra. Let us go.” 
So they went to the abode of Lord Brahma and Lord Brahma said, “I will come down and I 
will personally install this deity.” And while he came, Lord Siva came, Lord Indra came, 
Vayu came, Agnidev came and Surya came. All the principal gods, they all came to this 
place and Lord Brahma performed the glorious installation ceremony of Sri Kurmadev and 
from that time this has been one of the great holy places of pilgrimage for Vaishnavas. 


Pastime with Sripad Ramanujacarya 

In fact Sripad Ramanujacarya, he visited Jagannatha Puri. And when he saw the way the 
pujaris were worshipping the deity, he was thinking that it was not correct. He explained 
to them what are the rules and regulations according to Pancaratrika Vidhi. They were 
doing different Tantra-Mantra-Yantras and other traditional ways. So that night after he 
instructed them, Lord Jagannatha appeared to Ramanujacarya in his dream, right there in 
Puri and told him, “J am very satisfied with the love and devotion in which my pujaris are 
worshipping Me. I don’t want you to change it.” And therefore that night Lord Jagannatha 
personally threw Ramanujacarya to Kurma Ksetra. But according to Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura, first Lord Jagannatha threw him to Navadvipa. He was thrown to Navadvipa and 
there he had darshan of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave him 
very wonderful darshan and instructions of how to go on with the particular devotional 
service of establishing the Vishishta Dvaita philosophy, Siddhanta. In this way Jagannatha 
took him from Puri to Navadvipa, and then to Kurma Ksetra. 


So when Ramanujacarya woke up, here he was in front of the deity of Kurmadeva. He 
thought, it was the deity of Siva because you have all seen the darshan; He would look 
like a Siva lingam. When Ramanujacarya was thinking, he was Lord Siva in great gravity 
of devotion, he began to fast. But then he recognised that there was a head and a tail, 
little feet. It was Kurmadeva. It was Vishnu. So he established very gorgeous worship of 
the deity, and sent his own disciples and followers here to maintain a very high standard 
of worship, to this very day. When Ramanujacarya was here, he installed next to the deity 
of Kurmadeva, the deity of Sridevi and Bhudevi. 


When Sripad Madhvacarya came here in his pilgrimage he worshiped Kurmadeva and he 
installed these deities of Sri Sri Sita Ram inside. And Sripad Shankaracharya when he 
came here to worship the deity, he also installed a deity of Sudarshan Chakra. And when 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came here, He also installed the congregational chanting of the 
Holy Names: Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare 
Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. The supreme most accessible deity, in this age of Kali-yuga. 
So we are very, very grateful and fortunate to be here today. 


Way to Sri Kurmum Temple at Kurma Ksetra 
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Sri Kurmadeva Temple at Kurma Ksetra 
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Sri Maha Laxmi Devi and Sri Kurmadeva at Kurma Ksetra 
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ana: The Tortoise Incarnation 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead incarnated as a tortoise and held the great Mandara 
Mountain upon His back to be used as a pivot for churning the ocean of milk. 


Sri Kurmadeva Temple 
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Lotus Footprints of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu at Sri Kurma Ksetra, 
established by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura to mark Lord’s visit here. 
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Sri Kurmadeva Temple 


Kurma-sthana is a well-known place of pilgrimage. There is a temple there of Kurmadeva. 
In the Prapannamrta it is said that Lord Jagannatha took Sri Ramanujacarya from 
Jagannatha Puri and one night threw him to Kurma Ksetra. Kurma Ksetra is situated on 
the line of the Southern Railway in India. One has to go to the railway station known as 
Srikakulam Road. From this station one goes eight miles to the east to reach the holy 
place known as Kurmacala. Those who speak the Telugu language consider this holy place 
very important. This statement is reported in the government gazette known as Ganjama 
Manual. There is the Deity of Kurma there, and, as mentioned above, Srila Ramanujacarya 
was thrown from Jagannatha Puri to this place. At that time he thought that the Deity of 
Kurma was Lord Siva’s deity; therefore he was fasting there. Later, when he understood 
that the kurma-murti was another form of Lord Visnu, he instituted very gorgeous worship 
of Lord Kurma. This statement is found in the Prapannamrta (chapter thirty-six). The holy 
place of Kurma Ksetra, or Kurma-sthana, was actually re-established by Sripada 
Ramanujacarya under the influence of Lord Jagannatha-deva at Jagannatha Puri. Later the 
temple came under the jurisdiction of the king of Vijaya-nagara. The Deity was worshiped 
by the Vaisnavas of the Madhvacarya-sampradaya. In the temple there are some 
inscriptions said to be written by Sri Narahari Tirtha, who was in the disciplic succession of 
Madhvacarya. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura explains those inscriptions as 
follows: (1) Sri Purusottama Yati appeared as the instructor of many learned men. He was 
a very favourite devotee of Lord Visnu. (2) His preaching was accepted throughout the 
world with great respect, and by his power he liberated many non-devotees with strong 
reason and logic. (3) He initiated Ananda Tirtha and converted many foolish men to accept 
sannyasa and punished them with his rod. (4) All his writings and words are very potent. 
He gave people devotional service to Lord Visnu so they could be elevated to liberation in 
the spiritual world. (5) His instructions in devotional service were able to elevate any man 
to the lotus feet of the Lord. (6) Narahari Tirtha was also initiated by him and became the 
ruler of Kalinga Province. (7) Narahari Tirtha fought with the Sabaras, who were candalas, 
or hunters, and thus saved the temple of Kurma. (8) Narahari Tirtha was a very religious 
and powerful king. (9) In the Saka Era 1203, in the month of Vaisakha, in the fortnight of 
the moon’s waxing period, on the day of Ekadasi, Narahari Tirtha dedicated to the holy 
name of Yogananda Nrsimhadeva the temple he had constructed on His order. [The tablet 
is dated that very day, corresponding to Saturday, March 29, 1281 A.D.] -- Purport of 
Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya lila chapter 7 verse 113. 


Sri Surya-Narayana Temple, Srikakulam 
Sri Surya-Narayana Temple is situated in Arasavalli Village which is at a distance of about 
1 km from Srikakulam. This is one of the ancient Temple. According to Padma Purana, 
Sage Kasyapa installed the deity of Surya at Arasavalli. 


Sri Surya-Narayana Temple, Srikakulam 
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Sri Surya-Narayana Temple, Srikakulam 
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~ Pushkarni at Sri Surya-Narayana Temple 


Lord Caitanya’s pastime with leper Vasudeva 


When Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu touched the leper Vasudeva, both his leprosy 
and his distress went far away. Indeed, his body became very beautiful, to his 
great happiness. 


[Ref. Sri Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya-lila Chapter 7, verses 113 to 152] 

When Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to the holy place known as Kurma-ksetra, He saw 
the Deity and offered prayers and obeisances. While at this place, Lord Caitanya was in His 
usual ecstasy of love of Godhead and was laughing, crying, dancing and chanting. 
Everyone who saw Him was astonished. After hearing of these wonderful occurrences, 
everyone came to see Him there. When they saw the beauty of the Lord and His ecstatic 
condition, they were all struck with wonder. Just by seeing Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
everyone became a devotee. They began to chant “Krishna” and “Hari” and all the holy 
names. They all were merged in a great ecstasy of love, and they began to dance, raising 
their arms. Always hearing them chant the holy names of Lord Krishna, the residents of all 
the other villages also became Vaisnavas. By hearing the holy name of Krishna, the entire 
country became Vaisnava. It was as if the nectar of the holy name of Krishna over-flooded 
the entire country. After some time, when Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu manifested His 
external consciousness, a priest of the Lord Kurma Deity gave Him various offerings. In 
whichever village the Lord entered, His behaviour was the same. 


In one village there was a Vedic brahmana named Kurma. He invited Lord Caitanya to his 
home with great respect and devotion. This brahmana brought Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
to his home, washed His lotus feet and, with his family members, drank that water. With 
great affection and respect, that Kurma brahmana made Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu eat all 
kinds of food. After that, the remnants were shared by all the members of the family. The 
brahmana then began to pray, “O my Lord, Your lotus feet are meditated upon by Lord 
Brahma, and these very lotus feet have come into my home. My dear Lord, there is no 
limit to my great fortune. It cannot be described. Today my family, birth and riches have 


all been glorified.” The brahmana begged Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “My dear Lord, 
kindly show me favour and let me go with You. I can no longer tolerate the waves of 
misery caused by materialistic life.” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu replied, “Don’t speak like 
that again. Better to remain at home and chant the holy name of Krishna always. Instruct 
everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri Krishna as they are given in the Bhagavad-Gita 
and Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try to liberate 
everyone in this land.” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu further advised the brahmana Kurma, “If 
you follow this instruction, your materialistic life at home will not obstruct your spiritual 
advancement. Indeed, if you follow these regulative principles, we will again meet here, 
or, rather, you will never lose My company.” 


At whosever house Sri Caitanya accepted His alms by taking prasadam, He would convert 
the dwellers to His sankirtana movement and advise them just as He advised the 
brahmana named Kurma. While on His tour, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu would spend the 
night at a temple by the road. Whenever He accepted food from a person, He would give 
him the same advice He gave the brahmana named Kurma. He adopted this process until 
He returned to Jagannatha Puri from His South Indian tour. Thus Lord Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu would remain at night in one place, and the next morning, after bathing, He 
would start again. When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu left, the brahmana Kurma followed Him 
a great distance, but eventually Lord Caitanya took care to send him back home. 


There was also a brahmana named Vasudeva, who was a great person but was suffering 
from leprosy. Indeed, his body was filled with living worms. Although suffering from 
leprosy, the brahmana Vasudeva was enlightened. As soon as one worm fell from his 
body, he would pick it up and place it back again in the same location. Then one night 
Vasudeva heard of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s arrival, and in the morning he came to see 
the Lord at the house of Kurma. When the leper Vasudeva came to Kurma’s house to see 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, he was informed that the Lord had already left. The leper then fell 
to the ground unconscious. When Vasudeva, the leper brahmana, was lamenting due to 
not being able to see Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Lord immediately returned to that spot 
and embraced him. When Sri Caitanya touched him, both the leprosy and his distress went 
to a distant place. Indeed, Vasudeva’s body became very beautiful, to his great happiness. 
The brahmana Vasudeva was astonished to behold the wonderful mercy of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, and he began to recite a verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam, touching the 
Lord’s lotus feet. 


He said, “‘Who am I? A sinful, poor friend of a brahmana. And who is Krishna? The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, full in six opulences. Nonetheless, He has embraced me 
with His two arms.” (This verse was spoken by Sudama Brahmana in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(10.81.16), in connection with his meeting Lord Krishna.) The brahmana Vasudeva 
continued, “O my merciful Lord, such mercy is not possible for ordinary living entities. 
Such mercy can be found only in You. Upon seeing me, even a sinful person goes away 
due to my bad bodily odour. Yet You have touched me. Such is the independent behaviour 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” Being meek and humble, the brahmana 
Vasudeva worried that he would become proud after being cured by the grace of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. To protect the brahmana, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised him to 
chant the Hare Krishna mantra incessantly. By doing so, he would never become 
unnecessarily proud. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu also advised Vasudeva to preach about 
Krishna and thus liberate living entities. As a result, Krishna would very soon accept him 
as His devotee. After instructing the brahmana Vasudeva in that way, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu disappeared from that place. Then the two brahmanas, Kurma and Vasudeva, 
embraced each other and began to cry, remembering the transcendental qualities of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Thus I have described how Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu reclaimed the 
leper Vasudeva and so received the name Vasudevamrta-prada. One who hears these 


pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu with great faith will surely very soon attain the lotus 
feet of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 


Directions to reach Sri Kurma Ksetra: 

Sri Kurmam is situated on the shores of Bay of Bengal, is easily accessible by Road, Rail 
and Air. It is 13 Km from the district Headquarters town of Srikakulam, which is 
conveniently located on the NH 5 from Chennai to Kolkata. Visakhapatnam is 110 Km from 
the Temple. Nearest Railway Station is called Srikakulam Road which is on Chennai 
Kolkata route and most trains have halt here. Regular city Buses/Auto Rickshaws/Taxis are 
available. Visakhapatnam Airport is the nearest. Many domestic and international flights 
connect Visakhapatnam. 


Lord’s appearance as Kurma Avatar (Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 8 chapter 5 to 8): 


www.vedabase.com/en/sb/8/5 


Rajahmundry Yatra: www.dandavats.com/?p=12588 


ISKCON Vishakhapatnam: http://www. iskconvizag.org/ 


ISKCON Rajahmundry: www.iskconrajahmundry.com 
ISKCON Tirupati: http://www. iskcontirupati.net/main/home.html 


ISKCON Guntur: http://iskconkondaveedu.com 


Mayapur TV: http://Mayapur.tv / Vrindavana TV: http://Vrindavana.tv 


Holy Pilgrimages: www.Holy-Pilgrimages.com / Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/HolyPilgrimages 


Holy Dham: www.HolyDham.com 


HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE | 
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE || 


